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ROMANDE ENERGIE INVESTS CHF 10 MILLION
IN A NEW COMPANY DEDICATED TO
RENEWABLE ENERGY

Romande Energie is taking another important step in its drive to promote
renewable energy with the creation of "Romande Energie Renouvelable". This new
company will be provided with an investment credit of CHF 10 million, enabling it
to support concrete projects in fields such as mini-hydraulics, solar, biomass and
wind. Vaud Canton’s largest electricity producer and distributor is actively
pursuing its efforts to help develop energy sources which meet the highest
environmental standards.

Morges, 8 November 2006 — When it presented its strategy in April 2006, Romande
Energie Group reaffirmed its commitment to responsible production and use of energy.
By embarking on concrete projects in the renewable energy sector, it intends to make its
mark in a field which is intimately linked to its core business of generation, distribution
and marketing of electricity.

This approach reflects the Group’s awareness of its social responsibility; as a good
corporate citizen, it is duty-bound to conduct its business activities in an environmental-
friendly manner.

A company entirely focused on renewable energy sources

Romande Energie has decided to establish a company under the name "Romande
Energie Renouvelable SA" in order to underpin its commitment in the renewable energy
field. In terms of corporate philosophy, this new company will give priority to enhancing
small-scale production sources of renewable energy, which will also enable it to meet
potentially rising demand in this sector.

Romande Energie Renouvelable — the first company of this type ever created in French-
speaking Switzerland — will rapidly be able to participate in various concrete projects
thanks to an investment credit of CHF 10 million provided by Romande Energie. It will
be formally incorporated on 5 December 2006.

Initially, Romande Energie Renouvelable will conduct its activities in the following
sectors:

mini-hydraulics

solar

biomass, including use of wood for energy generation
wind



The first concrete projects, for which detailed studies are currently in progress, all
concern mini-hydraulic installations:

Rivaz Il

Le Moulin de Bavois

La Palaz (Vufflens-la-Ville)
La Chocolatiere (Echandens).

Combined generation capacity for these projects is estimated at 4.5 GWh for an
investment of over CHF 5.5 million. They will be implemented in partnership with the
present owners (private or public) of the concessions. Work on them will start in the
course of 2007 and they are expected to be fully operational from 2008 onwards.

To date, all the electricity produced by Romande Energie has been derived from
hydraulic energy and covers 20% of customer demand.

Responsible use of energy — a never-ending challenge

Romande Energie has been committed to promoting renewable energy sources and
rational use of electricity for several years. It also strives to enhance awareness of
current and future challenges on the energy and environment fronts, particularly in terms
of how to manage them from an energy-saving angle. A number of issues and
achievements may be mentioned in this connection:

e Romande Energie has obtained the naturemade star certification — the most
demanding European quality seal — for its hydroelectric plant at Pont-de-la-Tine
in Vaud Canton. The plant’s annual production is 39 GWh, which easily covers
customers’ present green power requirements. In concrete terms, this
certification required the Group to:

0 increase residual outflow rates from 230 litres/s to 270 litres/s (1.2 million
m3 more per year)

0 improve the fish ladder

o modify the period of sluice gate closure during draining operations

¢ In 2003, Romande Energie launched the product ranges known as "vivonatur"
for retail customers and "NATURELIS" for business users, both of which offer
naturemade star green power. From the outset, these ranges have been the
subject of an awareness campaign appealing specifically to the environmental
conscience of each and every user. Green power is generated by the
hydroelectric plant at Pont-de-laTine, and by the windmills at Mont-Crosin in the
Jura Mountains. So far, 600 customers have opted for naturemade energy .

¢ Romande Energie has also invested in various mini-hydraulic projects which
come under the category of renewable energy, including the plants at La Sarraz,
Rivaz |, Mini-Farettes, Les Fenillets (Diablerets) and La Rise/Haute-Pierre
(turbining of drinking water in cooperation with the municipality of Morges).

¢ Romande Energie has supported and cooperated with MHyLab since its creation
in 1993. This is a non-profit foundation whose purpose is to expand
decentralized production of electricity by means of small-scale hydraulic power
plants (mini-hydraulic installations). Romande Energie has a seat on the Board
of MHyLab and works closely with this highly specialized partner, which is widely
recognized for its skills and operates in a sector with undeniable potential.



¢ Romande Energie has provided energy audits for major companies, SMEs and
municipalities since 2002, allowing them to rationalize and improve their energy
consumption and hence promoting more responsible energy use.

e As part of the partnership which it inaugurated with the Paléo Festival Nyon in
2005, Romande Energie, together with the Nyon Ultilities Department, produced
and distributed all the necessary electricity in the form of green "vivonatur"
power (around 270, 000 kWh).The Festival was awarded the NiceFuture prize in
2006 in recognition of its exemplary approach to environmental issues.

e In February 2004, Romande Energie created "The Energy Explorers”, an
educational game for children aged 6 to 12 aimed at enhancing awareness of
energy and the environment. The Energy Explorers Club now has 2,500
members. A kit for teachers has been developed since March 2006. It contains a
wealth of information on energy, in particular renewable energy, which can be
used as classroom material.

For more details, please visit www.explorateurs-energie.ch.

The creation of Romande Energie Renouvelable SA marks the achievement of an important
strategic goal: the expansion of the Group’s own-power production capacity, taking in the
renewable energy sector too. Furthermore, the new company’s activities are a logical
complement to numerous other initiatives targeting responsible energy use.
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Note to editorial desks
For more information on Romande Energie’s initiatives in the field of renewable energy
sources such as those mentioned in this press release, please go to www.romande-

energie.ch.
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